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Why does light pollution matter?
• Night Sky: Heritage, culture, wonder
• Finance: Wasted electricity, lost tourism opportunity
• Wildlife: Insects, birds, mammals, ecosystems
• Human Health: Sleep disorders, metabolism, cancer
• Crime: Leads criminals to targets, decreases visibility
• Traffic: Decreases visibility

VS.



What is light pollution?
Where Does Skyglow Come From? 

Overlighting 

Glare 

Light Clutter 
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IDA 
Dark Sky 
Places

International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) designates places (parks, 
communities, landscapes) that have excellent skies and sky stewardship. 
Designation helps drive tourism and community awareness.

Key
Dark Sky Parks
Dark Sky Communities
Application in progress



What is good lighting?
• Only on when needed: use switches, sensors, and timers
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Outdoor lights should be 
rated 3000K or below
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Apache Corporation Tank Battery with dark skies 
friendly lighting installed – all shining down, amber in 
color.
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After: More visibility
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Optimal configuration. Staggered (not stacked) 
pointed down at no more than 20-degree angle.
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Sub-Optimal configuration. Stacked fixtures create 
glare off housing



Lauren Concrete, Dripping Springs

Perimeter
barriers keep 
vehicle light on 
property

Thorough 
shielding keeps 
light focused 
over 
workstation

Controls include 
light switch for 
the station



Thorough 
shielding keeps 
light focused 
over 
workstation

Workers switch 
light on, 
automatic turn 
off after approx. 
4 min.



All lights at the 
plant are fully 
shielded



Fully illuminated, no light 
shines directly into sky or 
far from the plant itself.



Fully illuminated, no light 
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When not operating, the plant is completely dark.



Night vision cameras keep the plant safe and secure.
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5. Minimize duration and amount of light used during 
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Cliff Kaplan, Program Director, HCA
Secretary, TRAM
512-387-3097

Cliff@hillcountryalliance.org
Thank you!


